
50  Chapter   4

GRAPHING INDICATOR VARIABLES

Plotmeans is an excellent go-to graphing function for all bivariate relationships. It even graphs the relationship 
between two factor variables—provided that you first transform one category of the dependent variable into an 
indicator. To illustrate, we revisit this chapter’s first example, the relationship between nes$partyid3 (independent 
variable) and nes$enviro.jobs3 (dependent variable):

Suppose we want a line chart depicting the percentage of each partisan group in the “Environ” category of 
the dependent variable. The graph would display the values of nes$partyid3 along the horizontal axis, and the 
line would record declining percentages from left (46.4 percent among Democrats) to right (24.7 percent among 
Republicans). How do we get these data into graphical form? First, create an indicator variable for the “Environ” 
value of nes$enviro.jobs3.

You learned to create indicator variables in Chapter 3. The following expression uses the level name, 
“Environ”, to create an indicator from the factor, nes$enviro.jobs3:

Every respondent in the “Environ” category of nes$enviro.jobs3 will be coded 1 on the indicator, named 
“nes$enviro.yes.” Every respondent in “Middle” or “Jobs” will be coded 0 on nes$enviro.yes. Create the indicator 
with the expression above, and then check your work:

Figure 4.6  Line Chart Modified
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